
      Meet the Candidates 
Joe Allen: Joe has been a supervisor on the Hamilton County Soil & 
Water Conservation District since 2001. He has a Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering from The Ohio University and is a registered Professional Engineer 
and Land Surveyor in several states. His areas of expertise are in storm water 
management, earth movement and community design. Joe also is a Land Devel-
oper. He has successfully developed hundreds of home sites in the greater Cin-
cinnati area. Joe is often asked to give talks and seminars on environmental 
friendly developments and interactions between developers, builders, contractors 
and the regulatory communities. He assists the District’s staff in matters con-
cerning the Earthwork Regulations, storm water and erosion control. 

       Steve Sandfort: Steve Sandfort is a Registered Forester and a 
Certified Arborist, who earned a Bachelor of Science in Forest Management 
from the University of Missouri in 1970. After working for the Georgia For-
estry Commission for 9 years practicing urban and rural forestry in addition to 
public relations, which included a weekly TV show in Atlanta. He came to 
Cincinnati as a consultant to guide the creation of the City's first forestry pro-
gram. When the effort was successful, Steve became Urban Forest Manager 
and, until his retirement in 2003, supervised the care and planting of trees 
along 1000 miles of streets. Steve is an active member of numerous profes-
sional organizations, has spoken to groups all over North America, is a pub-
lished author and earned 4 national awards for his work. He was first elected 
as a supervisor in 1985 and hopes to continue helping with the  

             important and interesting work of the HCSWCD for at least one more term.  
         Bethany Dale: Bethany Dale is an environmental communica-

tions specialist with Environmental Technologies & Communications, Inc.  
In this role, she writes and implements community relations plans for private 
companies and government agencies who wish to reach out to customers and 
neighbors about environmental issues.  She was part of a consultant team 
instrumental in the formation of the Hamilton County Storm Water District.  
Bethany is interested in becoming a supervisor to share her expertise and 
help Hamilton County SWCD communicate effectively and encourage more 
public participation in District programs.  Bethany has a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Environmental Education and Communication from The Ohio State 
University, School of Natural Resources.  She is an outdoor enthusiast who 
enjoys hiking, boating, skiing and canoeing and is a member of the Ohio  

              Alliance for the Environment and the Public Relations Society of America. 

William Vodegel: “Skip” is a lifelong resident of Hamilton        
County. He moved to Harrison Township in 1988 and began working on 
the remains of a century old farmhouse and property. The land is mostly 
hillside and ravine, but some flat land is used for a barn, hayfield, vegeta-
ble garden and orchard. Skip shares the small farm with his wife, Jennifer, 
and together they enjoy working on the property. Skip is member of the 
Ohio Farm Bureau and RALLE a group that monitors landfill expansion. 
Skip is retired from the Cincinnati Water Works. He was the supervisor of 
Water Distribution and served as a construction inspector and consultant 
on major infrastructure improvements. He holds water distribution licenses 
in Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana and an associates degree in engineering. 
Skip currently is the owner of a small business providing construction  

    inspection and consulting services to utility providers. 


