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WELCOME
“The economy is
finally seeing an
upturn in building and
development.

L to R: John Mangan, Scott P. Huber, Kaniz Siddiqui, Ph.D., Michael C. Miller, Ph.D., & Denny Benson

Holly Utrata-Halcomb
Executive Director

Board of Supervisors
Volunteer leaders elected from within our
Hamilton County communities.
The District is governed by a volunteer board of five supervisors
elected to three-year terms by the public at our Annual Meeting. The
supervisors are responsible for developing both the Annual Plan of
Work and the Long-Range Plan. They also provide the general oversight
of operations and budget. Funding comes from the Hamilton County
Commissioners and is matched by the State through the Ohio Soil and
Water Commission - Ohio Department of Agriculture. The District also
receives funding from the Hamilton County Storm Water District to
administer programs related to storm water.

This report provides general statistics for each program area. Please view the 2017 Hamilton County Storm Water
District Report for more detailed statistics. You can view the report at www.hcswd.org/documents

What a year 2017 has been!
The District saw many changes.
We relocated offices in June.
Although the locations are close,
the new office is miles ahead
when it comes to space and
building comfort at a lower cost
from our former location. As
a bonus, our current site has a
large pond and ½ mile walking
trail surrounded by woods
that can be used as a learning
campus for our programs.
Several new staff were hired this
past year and they have brought
with them exciting energy and
talents. Change is often difficult,
but growth has been the
outcome.
The economy is finally seeing
an upturn in building and
development. Never has the
need for conservation (the wise

use of our resources) assistance
been more evident. It is not easy
blending regulation, economic
profits
and
environmental
protection.
Our
Earthwork
staff and Stream Specialist do
this and more with skill and
thoughtfulness. They are not just
plan reviewers and inspectors;
they provide education directly
on–site each day as well as
through
presentations.
In
addition our staff spearheaded
a highly successful regional
conference on erosion and
sediment control this past fall.
Understanding and cooperation
are achieved through face to
face sharing. Our staff does this
well.
Meanwhile, our Education staff
is always in demand in schools
and the community. The 482

children’s programs and 10
adult programs serving 11,294
people are the frontline of our
education campaign. Social
media, videos and traditional
media sources round out our
efforts. We were surprised and
delighted to receive the SW Ohio
2017 Golden Social Media Award
for Excellence in Outreach.
As always, we are grateful to our
funders; The Hamilton County
Commissioners, The Hamilton
County Storm Water District.
The Soil & Water Conservation
Commission via the Ohio Dept.
of Agriculture and to you, the
citizens of Hamilton County. We
are here to serve and assist, so
do not hesitate to give us a call.
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Practice
314 - Brush Management
649 - Structures for Wildlife
612 - Tree/Shrub Establishment
325 - High Tunnel System
340 - Cover Crops
313 - Waste Storage Facility
367 - Roofs and Covers
558 - Gutters
327 - Conservation Cover

SERVICES

Amount
79.7 acres
9 structures
400 trees/shrubs
4320 sq ft
0.1 ac
10240 cu ft
2560 sq ft
128 ft
1.5 ac

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) in 2017

AGRICULTURE

EDUCATION

EARTHWORK

STREAMS

27

Conservation
Assistance
& Drainage
Site Visits
ADULT EDUCATION

PUBLIC RELATIONS

350 Acres
of Cover Crop
Planted by
the District in
partnership with
the Ohio Farm
Bureau

4

Agriculture - Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)
NRCS helps America’s farmers, ranchers and forest landowners
conserve the nation’s soil, water, air and other natural resources. We
are here to provide our customers in Hamilton County with technical
assistance to voluntarily put conservation on the ground; not only
helping the environment but agricultural operations too. In order to
keep our streams and rivers from being polluted, we provide agricultural
landowners technical advice on what techniques can be used to reduce
soil erosion and avoid chemical and animal manure pollutants from
getting into one of our most precious resources, water. Clean water
benefits all people physically, emotionally, and financially. Helping
people help the land is one of our main goals.

Inspiration
In Nature

WHY IS CONSERVATION
EDUCATION SO IMPORTANT ?
The year of WHY! Why is such an interesting word.
Little kids ask it all the time; frustrated parents seem
to answer it relentlessly. At the District, we ask it of
students every day. When teaching 3rd graders about
the water cycle, we talk about the parts of the cycle evaporation, condensation, precipitation, etc, but WHY
does the water evaporate and then later condense and
precipitate? Why does that process happen?
When teaching 5th graders about
weathering and erosion, we talk about
why certain rocks weather faster than
others and how erosion happens.
WHY is one of the most critical parts of
conservation – before we can conserve
our natural resources, we must first
understand them and we do that by
asking WHY. Why is the soil in our area
more prone to erosive forces? Why
is water conservation so important?
And why is our role significant in that
process? Why, Why, Why?
When exploring the role of education
in the District, we really wanted to
reevaluate our goals… why do we do
what we do? Why is our programming
important? Why do teachers request our
programs? Our programs are routinely
requested by teachers and highly
evaluated because they are designed
to meet the Ohio Learning Standards.
We are constantly reassessing them to
Gwen Roth

Education Specialist

make things run more smoothly and
increase student comprehension. We
are delighted that teachers continue
to invite us into their classroom and
regard our programs so highly.
We also teach students and adults to
take the new knowledge they have
learned from us and turn it into action
to better their own communities.
Programs like teacher workshops,
the Envirothon and Caring For Our
Watersheds take up quite a bit of our
time. But why do we put so much
time and energy into these programs?
Because these programs help to make
our communities more sustainable and
they empower adults and students alike
to work together to develop solutions
to problems in their community. By
working with our partners, we are able
to put actual implemented projects on
the ground in Hamilton County.

Student Participating in a Macro Stream Study

417

Classroom
Presentations

9,338
Students
Reached

65

Non-classroom
presentations (rec centers,
summer camps, scouts,
workshops and libraries)

1,634

Participants Reached

Preparing Future
Leaders

Sara Fehring

Education Assistant

2017 Caring for Our Watersheds Winners
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WE CARE ABOUT OUR
HAMILTON COUNTY STREAMS
The mission of the HCSWCD’s Stream
Conservation Program is to restore
and maintain the ecological integrity
of Hamilton County’s local water
resources. HCSWCD approaches this
mission by offering three primary
services to residents and organizations
within Hamilton County.

Watershed Restoration
HCSWCD
implements
watershed
restoration projects (i.e. Stormwater and
Stream Stewardship Best Management
Practices). We work with other local,
state, and federal organizations to
apply a holistic, data driven approach
to watershed restoration in Hamilton
County. Our efforts include watershed
planning,
project
identification/
planning, funding acquisition, and
project implementation.

Land Owner Consultation
HCSWCD offers consultation, free of
charge, to land owners interested
in
responsible
management
of
streams and stormwater.
Typical
consultation topics include managing
streambank erosion and flash stream
flows, managing frequent flooding,
and responsible stream stewardship
practices.

Public Education & Involvement
HCSWCD educates the public on
the health of local streams, and
on measures that can be taken to
address stream degradation problems
in our community. We also create
opportunities for public involvement in
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addressing local stream problems.
Initiatives to educate and involve the
public in stream conservation include:
• Development and publication of
educational tools and content
• Provide presentations to industry
groups,
community
groups,
students, and the general public
• Provide
opportunities
for
volunteers to get involved in stream
conservation
• Support and assist citizen scientist
programs
Most people understand that clean,
healthy streams provide drinking water
and recreation in the form of fishing,
boating, and swimming; however, these
are just a few of the important benefits
provided by healthy stream ecosystems.
When streams become degraded, the
equilibria (or balances) that have evolved
in these systems (physical, chemical,
and biological) fall out of balance - the
consequences come at significant costs
to society. Accordingly, many of the
benefits that are provided by healthy
streams tend to be recognized as costs
of degraded streams (e.g. excessive
stream bank erosion, flooding, wildlife
impacts, polluted water/human health
risks, loss of recreational/economic
opportunities). Regardless of whether
these issues are discussed in terms of
benefits or costs, there are clear and
long-term
consequences
resulting
from how we manage streams in our
communities.

L to R: Water Quality Monitoring, Storm Drain Labeling, Receiving a Mini Grant.

Excessive Stream Bank Erosion at Blue Rock Creek

L to R: Stream Cleanups on the Bank and in the Water

584

Reached
through
Water Quality
Monitoring,
Stormdrain Labeling,
River Cleanups &
Workshops

58

Bags of trash and

40

Tires removed
from local streams

Adam Lehmann
Stream Specialist
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EARTHWORK - PROTECTING

HAMILTON COUNTY
SOIL & WATER

Our SWCD continues to promote soil conservation and
improving water quality through the administration
of the Hamilton County Earthwork Regulations by
ensuring that Best Management Practices to prevent
erosion and minimize the amount of sediment and
non-sediment pollutants from discharging into the
streams are implemented on construction sites.
Sediment has been found to be the
most common pollutant to the nation’s
waterways. By denuding land during
construction, the potential for soil loss
is greatly increased. Excessive sediment
discharge into waterways degrades the
quality of water for drinking, wildlife
and the land surrounding streams in
the following ways:
•

•

•

•

•
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Sediment fills up storm drains and
catch basins to carry water away
from roads and homes, which
increases the potential for flooding.
Water polluted with sediment
becomes
cloudy,
preventing
animals from seeing food while
destroying their spawning areas.
Murky water prevents natural
vegetation from growing in water.
Sediment in stream beds disrupts
the natural food chain by destroying
the habitat where the smallest
stream organisms live and causing
massive declines in fish populations.
Sediment increases the cost of
treating drinking water and can
result in odor and taste problems.
Sediment can clog fish gills, reducing

•

resistance to disease, lowering
growth rates, and affecting fish egg
and larvae development.
Nutrients transported by sediment
can activate blue-green algae
that release toxins and can make
swimmers sick.

The loss of soil due to erosion also leads
to the lack of agricultural productivity
and added cost of maintaining public
infrastructure such as roads, bridges and
private property. With the geology, soils
and topography of Hamilton County,
landslides are not a rare occurrences. By
having the Geotechnical Requirements
under the Earthwork Regulations, the
District aims to minimize creating new
or the aggravation of existing sensitive
land areas and formations.
The District will continue to promote
the public welfare and preserve the
natural environment of Hamilton
County by striving to control erosion
and sedimentation and maintain the
stability of hillsides by administering
the Earthwork Regulations as it applies
to earth disturbing activities.

L to R: Stormwater Field Day, BMP Display and An Active Construction Site.
958 sediment and erosion control plan reviews.
575 applicable projects under construction

3,097 total site inspections
A cumulative average of 1.096 inspections
per site, per month during those months
when the projects were under construction.

L to R: Active Landslide and Improper Installation of BMPs
Chey Alberto

Jim Gleason

Sarah Kitsinis

Aaron Habig

Urban Conservationist

Earthwork Technician

Earthwork Technician

Earthwork Technician
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ADULT EDUCATION
IS A PRIORITY IN
HAMILTON COUNTY
We live in a world full of distractions
and a constant flow of bad news. One
lesson we have learned is that the best
way to engage adults is to directly tie
their actions to their health and that of
their children, their property and their
bank account. The District offered 10
programs over the past year to 322
adults on the value of soils, how to
reduce the cost of soil amendments
and get better results, organic ways to
improve your lawn and gardens and
how cover crops can “grow” fertilizer.
Through these programs, participants
are enlightened about the content of
various products and options of less
toxic choices. They also learn how
daily habits can change the pollution
footprint we leave.
Our SWCD has joined together with
Hamilton County Recycling and Solid
Waste District and Hamilton County
Public Health to launch a new campaign
called “Take Back Your Home”. It
focuses on purchasing only the amount
of products you need, exploring nontoxic alternatives, storing materials
properly and finding safe disposal or
recycling options for leftover products.
Visit TakeBackYourHome.org to learn
more.
Our SWCD was the first in the state
to promote Soil fertility testing to
gardeners. We have unique soils that
tend to have a high pH, are high in
Phosphorus and low in Potassium.
Without amendments and additional
organic matter added, it is tough to
grow a good crop of turf, flowers or
vegetables. Off the shelf products do
not match the fertility needs of most
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landowners. Learning what your soil
needs will bring boundless rewards for
gardeners.
Hamilton County served as the host site
for two important events and tours in
2017. Ohio Farm Bureau offered a full
day “Commerce and Water” Seminar
and tour in August. District staff led
four half day tours highlighting impacts
of urban development as well as a tour
of the barge industry.
The Ohio Federation of Soil & Water
Conservation Districts also held a threeday state-wide meeting in Cincinnati
affording our District the opportunity
to showcase urban farms, the robust
equine industry as well as urban land
management.
Over the past ten years, our Ohio trees
have been under siege by rampant
insects, disease and invasive species.
The Asian Long Horned Beetle, Emerald
Ash Borer, Thousand Cankers Disease
and other bacterial and fungal diseases
have taken a great toll on our landscapes
and forests.
Our SWCD joined forces with Great
Parks of Hamilton County to offer
native trees averaging 5’ in height and
1” diameter for wholesale prices each
fall to help combat this scourge. In 2018,
gift certificates are now being offered
by our SWCD and the Great Parks for
the fall purchase of these trees. It would
be a perfect gift to celebrate a wedding,
a birthday or birth, an anniversary or
any special occasions. You can learn
more by calling our office or visiting our
website.

KEEPING PEOPLE
UPDATED WITH
PUBLIC RELATIONS
In a world so connected, the District feels the need to
stay connected to the residents of Hamilton County.
We make ourselves available to you in-person at
events and at our office. However, we are available to
you digitally, around the clock, in any part of the world.

Hamilton County Storm Water District Website
www.hcswd.org
visitors: 2,406 page views: 6,474

Our Facebook Pages
total impressions: 240,419
total reach: 145,282

Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation
District Website
hcswcd.org
visitors: 10,864 page views: 26,205

Our Twitter Pages
total impressions: 24,000
total tweets: 852
total followers: 732

Regional Storm Water Collaborative Website
savelocalwaters.org
visitors: 9,411 page views: 18,321

Our Youtube Channels
total watch time: 13,289 mins
total views: 4171

TAKE Back Your Home Website
takebackyourhome.org
visitors: 6,362 page views: 11,492

Watershed Awareness Events
events: 157
participants: 10,386

Soil Test Kits
sold: 362
submitted for analysis: 145
John Nelson

Program Director
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2017
District Account
January 1, 2017 beginning balance
Income
Expenses
December 31, 3107 ending balance

Special Account (Soil & Water Conservation)
January 1, 2017 beginning balance
General Fund Subsidy
State match
Other Revenue
Total Expenditures
December 31, 2017 ending balance
Less 20% Contingency Fund and Payroll Liabilities
Total
Special Acount (Storm Water)
January 1, 2017 beginning balance
Intergovernment Subsidy
State match
Other Revenue
Total Expenditures
December 31, 2017 ending balance
Less 20% Contingency Fund and Payroll Liabilities
Total
Special Account (Save Local Waters)
January 1, 2017 beginning balance
Collaboration Funding
Other Revenue
Total Expenditures
December 31, 2017 ending balance
Special Account (Caring For Our Watersheds)
January 1, 2017 beginning balance
Contributor Funding
Total Expenditures
December 31, 2017 ending balance

$

$

$

$
$

$

$
$

$

$

$

$

55,739
8,404
(6,373)
57,770

HISTORIC IMAGES
FROM THE
DISTRICT ARCHIVES

349,265
201,130
119,100
751
(365,716)
304,530
(167,942)
136,588

Hollmeyer
Orchards
1978

462,272
346,739
93,564
7,545
(468,691)
441,429
(239,840)
201,589

90,478
42,391
2,590
(62,808)
72,651

20,622
43,000
(41,933)
21,689

This is an unaudited financial report for the period of January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2017.

Farm
Tour
1983

Minges
Produce
1979

Mill Creek at I-74
1985

Motz
Farm
1989

District
Staff
1995

Hamilton County
Soil and Water
Conservation District

(513) 772-7645
Your Partner
in Conservation
Since 1945

www.hcswcd.org

The District sincerely appreciates the support we receive from the Hamilton County Commissioners:
Commissioner Denise Driehaus, Commissioner Chris Monzel, Commissioner Todd Portune. We also
appreciate the support we receive from the Hamilton County Storm Water District, Ohio Department
of Agriculture, the Ohio Legislature, the Ohio Soil & Water Commission, USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service and the Tax Payers of Hamilton County.
A Publication of:
Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation District
1325 East Kemper Rd. #115 Cincinnati, Ohio 45246
(513) 772-7645 | www.hcswcd.org
Mission Statement: A public organization committed to assisting the citizens of Hamilton County
through education, technical assistance and leadership in the conservation of our soil and water
resources.
All district programs and services are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race,
color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status or handicap.

