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Welcome to your go-to resource for all things agriculture. Our newsletter
brings the latest updates on our services, educational opportunities,

resources, and ​ag-related news from across the county.
At the Hamilton County Conservation District, we are passionate about

empowering urban, rural, beginning, and generational farmers and gardeners
to grow more food, conserve healthy soil, protect local ecosystems, and

together build a sustainable, equitable, and resilient food system.
We’re here to help you grow!

Message from the Ag Specialist
In my new role, I have been examining what Agriculture means in Hamilton
County. How is it defined and who is a part of it? How are individuals and
organizations practicing it? What are their successes and what are their
needs? How can I, as the new Agriculture Specialist, best uplift and support
the important work they are doing? How can agriculture in Hamilton County
even better conserve our soil and water resources?

One thing I have learned is that Hamilton County's Agriculture community is
as broad and diverse as its crops, methods, and goals, while it is also
interconnected - sharing many of the same challenges, achievements, and
values. As your Ag Specialist, I commit to listening and learning, making
connections, opening doors to resources and education, finding ways to
collaborate, promoting conservation, and championing equity.

Together we can develop a sustainable, equitable, and resilient food system
at every scale in Hamilton County through the intersection of Agriculture,
Conservation, and Community.

Nicole Gunderman

https://www.hcswcd.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=0f68c8f5-566f-4200-8acc-165a49d86d49


Agriculture Specialist
Hamilton County Conservation District

Ann and Jay Brandt (middle and right) of Walnut Creek Seeds pictured with Nicole
Gunderman (left), Agriculture Specialist. The Brandts attended the District's

Healthy Soil Fest  on November 16, 2024. Part of Ohio Soil Health Week, this event
celebrated healthy soil and commemorated Jay's father, David Brandt,

a healthy soil advocate and pioneer in no-till agriculture.

Upcoming District Events

Public Library Series
Winter is the perfect time to try growing food indoors or begin planning for
spring chickens. Visit one of these branches of the Cincinnati & Hamilton
County Public Library to learn how to grow and raise your own food!
No need to register in advance.

Sprouts & Microgreens
Jan 28, 6:00 pm @ Corryville

Backyard Chickens
Jan 29, 6:30 pm @ Price Hill



Feb 4, 6:00 pm @ Clifton
Feb 18, 6:30 pm @ Northside

Feb 1, 11:00 am @ Pleasant Ridge
Feb 19, 6:30 pm @ Avondale
March 8, 2:00 pm @ Wyoming

Manure Management Presentation
HCFB Spring Fling Dinner!
Manure is not your usual dinner conversation! Join us for an educational
evening on best practices and new solutions that farms and horse barns can
use to manage manure. Presented by Hamilton County Farm Bureau,
Hamilton County Ohio Horseman’s Council, and Hamilton County
Conservation District.
Monday, March 17, 2025
6:00 - 8:30 PM
Sharon Woods - Sharon Centre Auditorium
$5 for members of HCFB and HC-OHC
$10 for non-members
For more information and to register, go HERE.

Partner Organization Events
Jan 23-25: Organic Assoc. of KY Annual Conference, Frankfort, KY
Jan 25: Chickens in Your Backyard, Gorman Heritage Farm
Feb 2: Sustainable Home Food Production, Gorman Heritage Farm
Feb 5, 12, 19, 26: Small Farm Management College, Wilmington, OH
Feb 13-15: OEFFA Conference 2025, Newark, OH
Feb 16: Seed Starting Workshop, Gorman Heritage Farm
Feb 17: Ohio Farm Bureau Ag Literacy Training, HCCD Training Center
Feb 22 & March 1: BEEF 509 Program, Stockyards Packing Co, Oxford
Feb 27 - March 1: Kentucky Black Farmers Conference, Louisville, KY

If you would like us to include your organization's upcoming events in this
newsletter, please email pertinent information to:
nicole.gunderman@hamilton-co.org

https://ofbf.org/community/counties/hamilton/
https://www.oak-ky.org/annual-conference
https://gormanfarm.org/adult-and-family-programs/
https://gormanfarm.org/adult-and-family-programs/
https://u.osu.edu/extensionclermont/files/2025/01/2025-Southwestern-Ohio-Small-Farm-Management-College.pdf
https://conference.oeffa.org/
https://gormanfarm.org/adult-and-family-programs/
https://form.jotform.com/233255650410043
https://www.ohiocattle.org/foundation/beef-509-510
https://cfaky.org/2025-kentucky-black-farmers-conference/


Resources

Grant Opportunities:

NRCS EQIP Grant
Deadline: January 31, 2025
EQIP provides financial and technical assistance for conservation best
practices to rural and urban agricultural producers that can include high
tunnels, raised beds, cover crops, and planting for pollinators. Learn more
HERE

USDA Urban Agriculture & Innovative Production (UAIP) Grant
Deadline: March 10, 2025
UAIP competitive grants initiate or expand efforts of farmers, gardeners,
citizens, government officials, schools, and other stakeholders in urban areas
and suburbs. They support community gardens, nonprofit farms, and other
organizations that are working to increase food production and access in
economically distressed communities, provide job training and education, and
develop business plans and zoning proposals. Learn more HERE

USDA Value Added Producer Grant
Deadline: April 17, 2025
Have you ever considered grant funding to help enhance your valued-added
agriculture business? The USDA Rural Development Value- Added Producer
Grant is open to Independent Producers, Agricultural Producer Groups,
Farmer Cooperatives and Majority-Controlled Producer Based Businesses.
Funds may be used for activities related to the processing and/or marketing
of bio-based, value-added products that create and expand market
opportunities, create new products and increase producer income. Learn
more HERE

Breaking News

FinCEN Reporting: Certain US Businesses are required to file a Beneficial
Ownership Report (BOI) by the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network
(FinCEN) of the US Department of the Treasury by January 1 of each year.
Failing to do so by the deadline results in civil and criminal penalties that can
include fines of $591 per day and up to two years in prison for willful non-
compliance. This requirement applies to almost all business entities including
corporations, limited liability companies, and limited partnerships.

Many agricultural business operations fall into one of these categories, even

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/agricultural-education-and-outreach/urban-agriculture-and-innovative-production/urban-agriculture-and-innovative-production-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/value-added-producer-grants


small family farms. While filing through the FinCEN website is reportedly fairly
quick and easy, determining whether it is necessary has not been for the past
few months. This has been a serious on-again, off-again story through the
end of 2024. At this point, it seems the requirement is off-again. For now. As
of today, the filing deadline has been suspended and the Fifth Circuit court of
appeals will hear argument on the matter on March 25, 2025, suggesting the
suspension of enforcement will continue until that date.

However, with the rapid changes taking place on this issue, all
agricultural businesses are encouraged to determine their status and
complete the filing to ensure compliance should the courts reinstate the
requirement. Find out more HERE.

Education Corner

More SNOW? The crops will GROW!
Hamilton County has received a greater than typical amount of snow for
recent years. While you may love it or hate it, snow is actually helpful for
farmers and gardeners.

One reason is because when snow melts it becomes water. Even in the
wintertime when plants are dormant or waiting as seeds for spring, it is
important that soil stay well hydrated. Snow also provides insulation from cold
temperatures, protecting soil and plant roots from freezing. That's a new way
of thinking about a "blanket" of snow :)

Snow takes it's helpfulness even further by providing more than just water
and warmth. As snowflakes fall through the atmosphere, they absorb nitrogen
and bring it with them down to the soil below. Nitrogen helps plants grow, so
nitrogen in the snow can be effective as the snow melts and thaws and
nutrients are slowly released into the ground.

While the thought of snow may inspire shudders, especially for those who
work outside, keeping in mind the benefits it brings can help to outweigh the
negatives. Afterall, there is an old saying that goes. "Good winter snow
makes all the crops grow" and now you know why that is so!

https://fincen.gov/boi


Hamilton County Conservation District

Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) like us were established
in response to the environmental devastation of the Dust Bowl in the
1930s, with the mission of promoting sustainable land management
practices. These districts, which exist in almost every U.S. county, work
to conserve and protect local soil, water, and natural resources
through education, technical assistance, and community
collaboration. In agriculture, SWCDs help farmers and landowners
implement practices that prevent erosion, improve water quality, and
enhance soil health, supporting long-term sustainability and resilience.
Hamilton County presents unique challenges as a mostly urban county,
but it also has a rich and vibrant agriculture community.

District Staff
​Sara Fehring - Executive Director
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Board of Supervisors
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