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Welcome to your go-to resource for all things agriculture.
This newsletter brings the latest updates on our services, educational
opportunities, resources, and ag-related news from across the county.
At the Hamilton County Conservation District, we are passionate about

empowering urban, rural, beginning, and generational farmers and gardeners
to grow more food, conserve healthy soil, protect local ecosystems, and

together build a sustainable, equitable, and resilient food system.
We’re here to help you grow!

Message from the Ag Specialist
Agriculture is well known for being both unpredictable and resilient. Extreme
weather, diseases, pests, and input costs can affect production and
profitability at every scale from urban vegetable farms to acres of corn fields.
Recently, political and social factors have contributed to this uncertainty.
Agriculture headlines today are featuring cuts to federal program funding,
disaster aid for commodity farmers, and ongoing debates about trade and
tariff impacts.
 
The USDA has frozen or eliminated funding for many programs that support
urban agriculture, along with grants for climate-smart growing practices and
those intended for beginning and historically underrepresented farmers. This
decrease in support at the federal level highlights the importance of having a
well-connected and mutually-supportive food production network in Hamilton
County. As Agriculture Specialist, my work promotes food production that
enhances our soils, protects water quality, and builds a strong food system.
This includes education programs, technical support, connecting people with
opportunities, and growing our vibrant network of producers.
 
We have fantastic resources already within our Hamilton County
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communities. Our food producers are experienced, knowledgeable,
proactive, and dedicated. During this time of unpredictable challenges,
consider ways you can help to support our local food system. Empower
yourself by growing your own food and tapping into educational programs
offered by the District and area nonprofits. If you are a customer, shop at
farmers markets and farm stands, join a CSA, get to know the folks growing
your food and find out how you can support the important work they do. If you
are a producer, meet your peers and identify ways you can help each other,
leverage resources, and share expertise to achieve common goals. Talk to
your customers about your successes and challenges to help them better
understand what it takes to grow food and the importance of local farms.
Agriculture in Hamilton County has demonstrated its resilience when faced
with challenges in the past, and will continue to grow into the future with our
support.

Nicole Gunderman
Agriculture Specialist
Hamilton County Conservation District

Upcoming District Events

Urban Farm Tour



We will travel from site to site in
our personal vehicles. A map
and GPS directions along with
parking information will be
provided.

Register for Urban
Farm Tour Here

Saturday, June 7
9:00am-3:00pm
Various sites in Hamilton Cty
$15/person - includes lunch

Visit Four urban farms in
Hamilton County, each growing
food for our community in its
own way. Meet the farmers as
they share each farm’s history
and production methods. A
unique opportunity to learn,
network, and be inspired!
Presented in partnership with
the Southwest Ohio Ecological
Food & Farm Association
(SWOEFFA)

Registration is required and
includes a boxed lunch.

Cover Crops for Raised
Beds & Small Gardens
​Wednesday, July 16
6:00 - 8:00 PM
HCCD Training Center
2710 E. Kemper Rd.
Cincinnati, 45241
Learn the benefits of using
cover crops in raised bed and
small garden systems. Cover
crops improve soil health,
support beneficial pollinators,
and help to manage weeds.
Many varieties need to be
planted in late August through
mid-September. This class and
our accompanying July Cover
Crop Seed Sale will get you
ready to integrate these helpful
plants in your garden.

Register for Cover
Crop Workshop

Here

Don't Miss the HCCD Cover
Crop Seed Sale!
Online sale open July 1-31
Order pickup August 18-29

Programs for Producers

GAP Certification Training
Wednesday, May 21
6:00 - 7:30pm
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HCCD Training Center
2710 E. Kemper Rd.
Cincinnati, 45241
Learn how GAP certification can
benefit your specialty crop
production by strengthening
food safety practices and
expanding your sales market.
Certification and passing the
GAP audit means producers are
reducing the risk of foodborne
illness originating from a farm.
GAP certification is often
required by restaurants,
retailers, school systems, and
food aggregation distributors.
GAP stands for "Good
Agricultural Practices"

This program is free.
Pizza and drinks provided!

Presented by Central State
University and Ohio State
University Extension.

Register for GAP
Training Here

Partner Programs & Events
If you would like us to include your upcoming events in this bi-monthly
newsletter, please email pertinent information and a link to:
nicole.gunderman@hamilton-co.org

Education Programs:

May 10: May Farm Fest, Gorman Heritage Farm
May 10: Tour of Dogwood Farm, SWOEFFA
May 13: Compost Made Easy, Hamilton County ReSource
May 14 & 15: USDA Beginning Veteran Farmer Series, Webinar
May 17: Mustard Seed Farm "Ask a Farmer," Norwood Library
May 19: Cannabis Cloning, Trimming, Training, Civic Garden Center
May 20: Compost Made Easy, Hamilton County ReSource
May 24: A Garden for All, Madisonville Library
May 28: Herbs & How to Use Them, Turner Farm
May 31: Efficient Systems in the Market Garden, OEFFA
June 5: Compost Tour, Civic Garden Center
June 22: Equipping a Diverse Vegetable Farm, OEFFA
June 27: Summer Solstice Farm to Fork Supper, Turner Farm
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Conferences/Webinars:

Women's Agri-Intelligence Conference
June 6-7
Findlay, OH
Come join us for a weekend of fun, fellowship, and learning! The 4th Annual
Women's Agri-Intelligence Conference, hosted by Hancock, Hardin, and
Seneca County Farm Bureau's, is taking place June 6-7, 2025 at the Hilton
Garden Inn in Findlay, OH. The premise of our conference is to connect
women together through agriculture, who may or may not have experience
within the agricultural sector. We want to foster an opportunity for all women
to develop personal and professional connections within the agricultural
community to further strengthen our local support system of women Through
these connections, women can also explore ways to create or grow their farm
or businesses.
Learn more and register HERE

USDA Veterans Beginning Farmer/Rancher Series
May 14-15
Online
Register for a free webinar series for military veterans, transitioning service
members, and military spouses on how to work with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) to prepare for a career in agriculture. This webinar series
is designed to provide information about USDA Beginning Farmer and
Rancher programs and resources for the military community.
Learn more and register HERE

Agritourism:
May Farm Fest- Gorman Heritage Farm
Saturday, May 10. 9am-3pm
Experience the beauty of new growth on
the farm with a day full of fun and
adventure! Enjoy animals, hayrides,
touch-a-tractor, horse encounters, face
painting, craft vendors, and food trucks.
More information HERE.

Resources

Grant Opportunities:

Growing Tomorrow Grant - Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation
Deadline: July 31, 2025
Up to $100,000
The Growing Tomorrow Grant program provides grants to new or early-stage
agricultural businesses. Grants will focus on supporting, among other
activities:

The creation of long-term sustainable employment opportunities within

https://www.ticketsignup.io/TicketEvent/WomensAgriIntelligenceConference
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/state-offices/montana/news/usda-beginning-farmer-and-rancher-veterans
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Ohio farming communities.
Educational opportunities to enable better public understanding of
agriculture, help farmers learn from each other, and teach new and
different agricultural methodologies.
Businesses that use or demonstrate the viability of agricultural
techniques that center on environmental stewardship.
Farmers actively working to support and sustain the communities in
which they live.

Find out more and apply HERE

Regenerative Agriculture Emergency Response Grants
Deadline: May 19, 2025 at 12pm EST
Up to $150,000
The Soil Health Opportunities and Tools (SHOT) Fund is offering emergency
response + movement sustaining grants in response to federal funding cuts.
These unrestricted grants will support nonprofit organizations that are:

Currently facing a financial hardship due to federally-funded work being
actively frozen or terminated.

AND
Serve a critical function in their movement ecosystem as issue- or
place-based leaders accountable to their communities, have
demonstrated impact in regenerative agriculture and regional food
systems, and have potential to serve as leaders in the field in the near-
term and long-term.

Find out more and apply HERE

Education Corner

Finding Local Food
You can support our local food system by shifting a percentage of your food
budget to buying locally-grown vegetables, eggs, meats, and even flowers!
You will enjoy fresh, delicious foods and our local producers will benefit from
your support. While local foods are carried in some groceries, you can take
an extra step beyond the supermarket to purchase directly from a farmer's
market, farm stand, or by joining a CSA. This gets your consumer dollars
directly into local businesses.

Farm Stands: Featuring produce and value-added products like jams, salsas,
and pickles, farm stands are a great place to source fresh food while
providing direct income to the producers. Have a conversation with the
proprietor about which items they grow themselves and find out more about
agriculture in your area.

CSA (Community Supported Agriculture): The CSA model helps
producers by removing uncertainty around sales markets. By engaging

https://ofbf.org/foundation/grantseekers/growing-tomorrow-grant/
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customers at the beginning of the growing season, the producer has a
guaranteed market throughout the year. As a CSA member, you buy in at the
beginning of the season providing important capital for equipment, materials,
and labor. Then each week you receive a basket of products grown at the
farm, with the final total value equaling your initial investment. For example, if
a CSA membership costs $600 and there are 22 weeks in the growing
season, you will receive around $27 worth of fresh, seasonal produce each
week (or meat, eggs, flowers depending on the model). This is a win-win for
both the producer and the customer!

Farmer's Markets: A great place to find products from many different local
producers all in one place. Some markets also have education classes,
entertainment, and activities for kids, making it a destination in addition to a
shopping trip. Need help finding a farmer's market near you? Check out the
2025/26 Central Ohio River Valley (CORV) Local Food Guide for a list of
area Farmer's Markets by clicking the green button below.

CORV Farmers Market
Guide

https://files.constantcontact.com/44f4bd2d001/6c63dd4a-3f71-4a97-909f-80162ddfcf0c.pdf?rdr=true


Hamilton County Conservation District

Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) like us were established
in response to the environmental devastation of the Dust Bowl in the
1930s, with the mission of promoting sustainable land management
practices. These districts, which exist in almost every U.S. county, work
to conserve and protect local soil, water, and natural resources
through education, technical assistance, and community
collaboration. In agriculture, SWCDs help farmers and landowners
implement practices that prevent erosion, improve water quality, and
enhance soil health, supporting long-term sustainability and resilience.
Hamilton County presents unique challenges as a mostly urban county,
but it also has a rich and vibrant agriculture community.

District Staff
​Sara Fehring - Executive Director
Melinda Hartley - Business Service Officer
Gwen Z Roth - AmeriCorps & Education Mgr.
Chey Alberto - Urban Conservationist
James Gleason - Urban Technician II
Haley Golsch - Urban Technician II
Aaron Habig - Urban Technician II
Teresa Slonaker - Education Coordinator
Sarah Meadows - Public Involvement
Christopher Hall - Stream Specialist
Nicole Gunderman - Agriculture Specialist

Board of Supervisors
Laura Boyd - Chairperson
​Steven R. Korte - Vice Chairperson
Lisa Soper - Treasurer
Ken Petren - Secretary
Jane Wittke - Program Chairperson

NRCS
John Williams, District
Conservationist
​Michaela Werling, Soil
Conservationist
Jordan McMahon,
Natural Resource
Specialist

​Conservation Spotlight
(513) 946-8020
www.hcswcd.org
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