SPRING 2016

2016 POND CLINIC
Date: June 9th 2015 6pm-8:30pm
Cost: FREE! No registration required
Location: Butler SWCD Office –
1802 Princeton Road, Suite 300,
Hamilton, OH 45011
The Butler and Hamilton County Soil
& Water Conservation Districts will host the
2016 Pond Clinic to provide information
to current or prospective pond owners
regarding issues associated with owning and
maintaining a pond. Experts will be on hand
to discuss and answer questions about pond
construction, fish stocking & aeration, aquatic
weed control, and water gardens. Door
prizes and informational handouts will be
available for the attendees to take home.
Event sponsors include Jones Fish
Hatcheries and AquaDoc Lake and Pond
Management. For additional information or
directions, please call the Butler SWCD office
at (513) 887-3720 or Hamilton SWCD office
at (513) 772-7645. We hope to see you there!

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY WITH US!

Every day is a great day to celebrate the Earth and its fabulous resources. We hope you
come and join us during the following events:
Cincinnati Flower Show;
Wednesday, April 13 - Sunday, April 17
Earth Day at Sawyer Point; Saturday, April 16 noon - 5:00p.
Earth Jam at Cincinnati State; Thursday, April 21 11:00a - 1:00p.
Party for the Planet at the Cincinnati Zoo;
Thursday, April 21 4:00p - 8:30p.
Blue Ash Earth Day; Friday, April 22 4:00p - 7:00p
If you can’t come celebrate with us, here are some things you can do in your
own neighborhood:
- Plant a tree.
- Use your own bags, not just at the grocery store. Try it next time you go
to the mall. You may get a few sideways glances, but you can feel great
knowing that you are doing your part.
- Buy locally produced food whenever possible. Think of all the gas you can
save as well as the delivery trucks.
- Donate usable items to a friend or charity instead of throwing them away.
- Make your own environmentally friendly cleaning products.
- Learn to make your own fertilizer - compost!
- Make sure you are using the right amount of yard chemicals. Have your
soil tested. Call the office for a kit.

WORKSHOP AND LIBRARY PROGRAMS
Final Growing Up WILD Workshop of the Year
What: Growing Up WILD Workshop
When: Monday, May 9, 6:30p - 9:30p
Where: The Goddard School, West Chester
Who: Pre-K - 2nd grade teachers
Cost: $10
Details are still being worked out, but if you are
interested, please contact Gwen or Sara for more
information.

Summer Library Educational programs
The Soil and Water Conservation District will be
presenting education programs at several libraries
around town this summer. Please like us on
Facebook or follow us on Twitter to find when we
will be in your neighborhood.

PASSPORT TO FISHING

June 18, 2016 between 8:00 - 10:00 am
Miami Whitewater Forest
This program provides the skills, techniques
and information to allow any beginner angler
to start fishing in their own community. The
program consists of interactive, hands-on learning
sessions. After the Passport to Fishing program
participants will be able to put their skills to the test
and participate in a Kids Mystery Fish Challenge
(10:00am am to 12:00pm) hosted by the Great Parks
of Hamilton County. Refreshments and door prizes
will be available.
Be sure to check our website for program updates
and registration information.
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WELCOME ABOARD ALEX DELVALLE

Hello, my name is Alex
Del Valle. I am the new
Earthworks Technician, I
was born in northeastern
Ohio and attended school
in the Stow-Munroe
Falls area. I earned my
bachelor’s degree in
conservation from Kent
State University in 2012.
Not long after, I moved
down to Oxford, Ohio
for graduate school at
Miami University for environmental science. My
program concentration is in applied ecology and
conservation and also land and water resources.
During my time at Miami University, I was the Butler
County Stream Team laboratory manager. There

I familiarized myself with volunteer water quality
monitoring. During that same time I interned with
Clermont County Soil and Water Conservation
District and assisted with harmful algal bloom
sampling and monitoring and also helped inventory
storm water infrastructure within the county. This
past summer I was able to intern with the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency in Columbus,
Ohio. I worked in the division of surface water and
aided efforts for lake water quality monitoring. I also
gained experience with storm water construction
inspections.
I’ve had an interest in science and nature from an
early age and they continue to motivate me on a
daily basis. In my free time I enjoy hiking in local
parks and other outdoor activities. I’ve started to get
into backpacking and would like to continue to find
good trails to hike and camp.

BOOK WORM BURROW

A BOOK REVIEW OF WINNIE FINN, WORM FARMER BY: CAROL BRENDLER
Sara Fehring
Winnie Finn is no ordinary young girl, she loves
earthworms and knows absolutely everything about
them. Winnie is super excited that spring is here, and it is
almost time for the Quincy County Fair. This year Winnie
hopes to win first prize with her worms. The prize
money from first place would give her enough money to
buy a brand new wagon. Unfortunately, Winnie finds out
that there is no prize for worms in the Quincy County
Fair.
Even though Winnie is not able to enter her
worms in the Fair she comes up with a way to help
others win first place with her worms. This book does a
great job showing that with passion and determination
anything is possible. In Winnie’s case people told her that
there were no prizes for worms at the Quincy County
Fair, however her worms were able to help three other
participants win first place. This book also does a great
job showing the importance of worms and how useful
they can be.
Do you want to see if your students are interested
in worms like Winnie? Contact Gwen or Sara to set up
a Wiggly Worm program. This program will give your
students the opportunity to learn about worms and make
hands-on investigations. Check out our website for more
activities and classroom ideas.
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THE NEW CARDINAL LAND CONSERVANCY
The Land Conservancy of
Cincinnati was formed in 1999. For
the 16 years of its existence it has
helped legally protect large natural
properties from getting developed.
The members of Land Conservancy
of Cincinnati have merged with
two other local land trusts to form the Cardinal
Land Conservancy (CLC), and will serve nearly all
of Southwest Ohio, including Hamilton, Clermont,
Clinton, Highland, Brown and Adams County.
CLC offers land protection options to legally
preserve your land. These include the Conservation
Easement, which can also bring important tax
benefits, such as an income tax deduction and
reduced property and estate taxes.
What is a Conservation Easement? A Conservation
Easement (CE) provides a time-honored and legal
way for families to preserve their lands. It assures
landowners that their wishes for preservation of
their property will be honored forever.
•
The CE is a legal document -- an agreement
between the landowner and the land trust that
accepts it. It is a deed restriction that permanently
limits a property’s future uses.
•
Each CE document is individually drafted to
meet the personal needs of the landowner.

•
The CE is donated to a qualified land trust,
which in turn agrees to monitor the land to assure
that the conditions of the easement are met over
time.
•
The CE is recorded in the County Recorders
office, and becomes part of the property’s title.
Future owners of the property are bound by the
CE’s terms.
For more information on CLC and CEs visit : http://
www.cardinallandconservancy.org/ or call 513-5741849

HAVE YOU SEEN US ON
We just wanted to take time to remind you about our ever awesome
YouTube Channel. We at the District, knowing that a lot of us our
extremely visual, take Edutainment very seriously. We put together the
most awesome and educational videos that you can learn from, share
with your class, show your grandma, or just plain old share it to your
Facebook.
Talking about old, we do have something new. We have two
awesome videos that are going to uploaded to Facebook in March. One
video is called, “Earth as an Apple”
and another one shows off our
Enviroscape. Both these videos feature
our education extraordinaire, Gwen
Zeeeeeee Roth (try it the next time
you see her, she likes it when you drag
out the zeeeee). So when you get a
chance pop out your smart device,
grab your laptop, or stream it to that
brand new smart TV by visiting: www.
youtube.com/HamiltonCountySWCD

TREE SALE AND
COVER CROP SALE
The information and
order form for our
Annual Tree Program and
Cover Crop Sale will be
in the summer edition of
Conservation Spotlight.
You can expect the
summer edition in Early
June. In the meantime,
feel free to call us at
(513) 772-7645 with any
questions you may have.
Soil Test Kits are available
online and at our office
throughout the year.

4

JOIN THE GMR CITIZENS’ WATER QUALITY MONITORING PROGRAM
Are you interested in
learning more about
southwest Ohio rivers and
streams? The Lower Great
Miami River Citizens’ Water
Quality Monitoring Program
trains samplers and water
chemistry analysts. The
program volunteer and staff
meet on the third Saturday
of every month, to collect
and analyze samples . They
meet at the Center for Field
Studies is located in Miami
Whitewater Forest at 11053
Oxford Road, Cincinnati,
OH 45030. Samples need
to be dropped off by 11:00 a.m. on sample dates and volunteer analysts are welcome to assist anytime
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Analyses performed include pH, conductivity, turbidity, total phosphorus,
nitrate, E. coli, chlorophyll a and optical brighteners. For more information or to volunteer, contact Brian
at the District Office or Lisa Link at (513) 324-2567 or rivers@lisalink.com. You can also learn more about
the monitoring efforts at http://www.hcswcd.org/urban-streams.html or http://www.riversunlimited.
org/. Saturday sample dates for 2016 are as follows: March 19, April 16, May 21, June 18, July 16, August
20, September 17, October 15 and November 19. Organizing partners include: Friends of the Great Miami,
Rivers Unlimited, Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation District and University of Cincinnati.

Board of Supervisors
Sam McKinley, Chairman
Steve Johns, Vice-Chairman
Pam Simmons, Secretary
Denny Benson, Treasurer
Scott P. Huber, Program Chairman
District Staff
Holly Utrata-Halcomb, Administrator
Susan Juriga, Administrative Assistant
John Nelson, Public Relations Specialist
Dan Taphorn, Urban Conservationist
Chey Alberto, Earthwork Technician
Steve Eberts, Earthwork Technician
Alex Del Valle, Earthwork Technician
Gwen Z. Roth, Education Specialist
Sara Fehring, Education Assistant
Brian Bohl, Stream Specialist
Carrie Gibbons, Program Assistant
NRCS
John Williams, District Conservationist
William Cook, Soil Conservationist

5

Follow us on social media!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Board Meeting - March 8th, 2pm
Board Meeting - April 12th, 2pm
Rain Barrel Art Project Auction - April 21st, 5pm to 8:30pm
Free entry into the Zoo after 5:00pm
(see page 1 for details)
GrowingUp Wild Workshop @ Goddard School, WestChester
- May 9, 6:30pm to 9:30pm
(see page 2 for details)

Hamilton County
Soil & Water
Conservation District
22 Triangle Park Dr.
Cincinnati, OH 45246
(513) 772-7645
www.hcswcd.org

Board Meeting - May 10, 2pm
Pond Clinic @ Butler SWCD- June 9, 6pm to 8:30pm
(see page 1 for details)
Passport to Fishing @ Miami Whitewater Foresrt
- June 18, 8:00am to 10:00am

Mission Statement: A public organization committed to assisting the citizens of Hamilton County through education, technical assistance and leadership to be stewards
of our soil and water resources.
All District programs are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status or handicap.

Your Partner
in Conservation
Since 1945

Hamilton County
Soil and Water
Conservation District

Hamilton County Soil and Water
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Cincinnati, OH 45246-3411
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