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The District had a busy summer. This season's newsletter covers new
faces, upcoming workshops, events, elections, and more.

We've moved and are throwing an open house. You won't want to
miss it!

Welcome New Staff & AmeriCorps Members

Welcome to the District's new Agriculture Specialist, Nicole
Gunderman. This is the Hamilton County Conservation District's first time
having a full-time staff member dedicated to agriculture! You can
learn more about Nicole below in the Agriculture section.

It's time for a new AmeriCorps service year. ORBCorps members Abbie,
Lindsay, Jen, and Maiya have returned for another service year. We
are also joined by Anna and Meggie. You can learn more about each
one of our dedicated AmeriCorps members on our staff page.

https://www.hcswcd.org
https://www.hcswcd.org/staff.html
https://www.hcswcd.org/annual-meeting.html
https://www.hcswcd.org/soil-fest.html
https://www.hcdoes.org/297/Household-Hazardous-Products
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?OH
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=8df7d568-b44e-41f5-8ecf-57615c530f78


Last but not least, welcome the District’s newest member and mascot,
Murf the Box Turtle! Murf was originally found on a Rumpke Material
Recovery Facility (MRF) conveyor belt in 2013. Box turtles are not
recyclable, by the way. He was then brought to the Boonshoft
Museum of Discovery in Dayton because he couldn't be released
back into the wild. Murf educated visitors about his species at the
museum, and he’ll continue that role with us in Hamilton County where
he will be available for classroom, library, and scout programs
beginning in November. However, you can meet Murf sooner at the
District's Conservation Celebration on October 28th!

Upcoming Events

Conservation Celebration & Open House | October 28, 4:00 pm-6:30
pm ​



Healthy Soil Festival | November 16, 9:00 am-12:00 pm
The District is hosting a soil festival for Ohio Healthy Soil Week!



Household Hazardous Products Event | October 18 & 19
The District is partnering with Hamilton County ReSource to host their
annual Household Hazardous Product collection event. Visit their
website for the complete list of accepted items and to register.
Registration is free but required to receive drop-off information.

Education

2024/2025 School Year
Programs

Scheduling for the 2024/2025
school year is now open on our
education website. Head to our
Programs tab and select the
page relevant to your
organization to see program

https://www.hcdoes.org/297/Household-Hazardous-Products
https://education.hcswcd.org/


offerings. When you’re ready, hit
the orange “Schedule a
Program” button. You will be
automatically added to Teresa's
calendar after you schedule.
Email Education Coordinator
Teresa Burnett for any questions or
to schedule a program outside
my normal hours.

High School Environmental Contests

Envirothon
An environmental, academic
competition that is a combination
of in-class problem-solving and
field tests. Teams start at the local
level with the chance to move up
to the national competition.

Caring For Our Watersheds
Students submit proposals for
sustainability projects. Those who
are selected receive funding to
implement their projects which
are later presented on in front of
a panel of judges at the
Cincinnati Zoo.

Attend an info session on
November 4th, 2024, 4:00 pm -
5:00 pm to learn how to get your
students involved in the Area IV
Envirothon or Caring For Our
Watersheds. Register here.

Agriculture

With the District's new Agriculture Specialist, Nicole, comes big
changes! Stay tuned in 2025. In the meantime, here is local agricultural
news and resources you can use. First, let's learn more about Nicole.

Hello! I’m excited to join the Hamilton County Conservation District as
the Agriculture Specialist. While I’m new to the District, I’m not new to
agriculture, having spent the past ten years at Gorman Heritage Farm.
Growing up in the City of Cincinnati, my family had a backyard
garden, chickens, and honeybees. I also spent childhood summers on
a family farm in central Ohio. The lessons learned from those
experiences planted the seeds for my love of agriculture, along with a
deep respect for the knowledge, skills, and hard work it takes to grow
our food.
My role supports all growers in Hamilton County, from crop farmers

mailto:Teresa.slonaker@hamilton-co.org
https://www.hcswcd.org/store/p61/Envirothon_%26_CFW_Info_Night.html


tending corn and soybeans to gardeners raising tomatoes on their
balcony, and everyone in between! I provide technical assistance and
connect people with information, resources, opportunities, and each
other to grow a robust and conservation-focused agricultural
community in our county. Healthy soil is the foundation of healthy food
production, and on November 16th we’ll be holding a Healthy Soil
Festival in the Conservation District Training Center here in Sharonville.
Join us for a fun and educational morning celebrating and learning all
about soil! This event is part of Ohio Soil Health Week and a great way
to start planning how to enhance your soil’s health and protect it
through the winter for the best-growing results come spring.
Check back for more info on agriculture and upcoming programs in
future newsletters!
-Nicole Gunderman

Nicole shows off cover crops the day the region saw rain from Hurricane Helene, bringing
much-needed relief from the drought. Cover crops help mitigate soil erosion during heavy rain

events like this one.

Ohio's Drought Disaster

On October 8th, Hamilton County, along with five other Ohio counties,
was added to the Primary Natural Disaster Area: Drought Conditions by
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), bringing the total
number of affected counties up to 43. Now Hamilton County farmers
are eligible for assistance including low-interest disaster loans from the
US Department of Agriculture's Farm Service Agency. Emergency loans
can be used to meet farm recovery needs such as replacing
equipment or livestock, reorganizing their farming operation, or
refinancing debt. The deadline for producers in these designated
counties to apply for loans is June 2, 2025.



This summer, Hamilton County experienced intense drought, reaching
a D3 (Extreme Drought) classification level. By the end of September,
38 Ohio counties to our east and northeast were declared a Primary
Natural Disaster Area due to drought and many of them were classified
as D4 (Exceptional Drought). This marked the first time since the
drought monitor was created in 2000 that parts of Ohio experienced
drought conditions of this severity that usually only occur every 50 to
100 years. The drought has damaged corn and soybean crops,
reducing the yield that farmer’s will be able to harvest. It also
negatively impacted hay fields and pastures for livestock, limiting the
amount of hay that could be harvested and forcing cattle farmers to
feed their winter hay supplies during the summer due to the lack of
grass.

When rain from Hurricane Helene finally did come, it came too fast
and too much. Pounding rain and wind gusts up to 70 mph caused soil
erosion, flooding, and further damage to farm crops. Between the
drought and storm damage, this is a rough year for crop and cattle
farmers in Ohio. Since receiving rain, pastures have started to green up
and some soil moisture has been replenished, however, drought
conditions continue for a large portion of the state. If you need hay or
have hay to sell, follow this link to the Ohio Hay Directory. Follow this link
for a comprehensive list of Drought Assistance & Relief Programs.

Urban Agriculture Classes

The district has several resources to help you learn to grown and raise
food no matter where you live. Come to one of our upcoming, free
urban agriculture courses. Our next one on food orchards is October
22. Register for this or upcoming classes on our website.

https://agri.ohio.gov/divisions/administration/resources/ohio-hay-directory
https://www.hcswcd.org/drought-assistance.html
https://www.hcswcd.org/urbanagclasses.html


Nicole will be launching her own Agriculture Newsletter. To get on the
mailing list for that newsletter, sign up here:

Ag Newsletter

District Elections
If you are a Hamilton County resident, you can vote in the Board of
Supervisors election. Vote in person or request an absentee ballot
during the election period from September 30 - October 29, 2024.
Learn more about the candidates and request an absentee ballot
here.

https://www.hcswcd.org/agriculture.html
https://www.hcswcd.org/election.html


Tree Sale Wrap-Up

The District's annual Native Tree & Shrub Sale was a success, selling
1,100 plants! If you missed out this year, stay tuned for next July to
place your order for the 2025 sale.

Fall Sustainability Tip
The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) estimates that
1 billion pounds of pumpkin are
sent to landfills each autumn. This
is over 80% of the number of
pumpkins purchased. Because
these landfills lack the necessary
nutrients and oxygen needed to
decompose the food, the
pumpkins can take decades to
break down and emit methane



gas in the process. Now, that's
scary! 
 
What To Do Instead:

Check with a local farm or
neighbor who has livestock
and see if they can feed
your pumpkins to their
animals.
Compost your pumpkins or
just throw them to the side of
your yard to act as a food
source for animals
throughout the winter or to
sprout more pumpkins for
next year.

District Staff
​Sara Fehring - Executive Director
Melinda Hartley - Business Service Officer
Chey Alberto - Urban Conservationist
James Gleason - Urban Technician II
Haley Golsch - Urban Technician II
Aaron Habig - Urban Technician II
Gwen Z Roth - AmeriCorps & Education Mgr.
Teresa Slonaker - Education Coordinator
​Rachel Cranmer - Marketing & Outreach
Coordinator
Sarah Meadows - Public Involvement
Coordinator
Christopher Hall - Stream Specialist
Nicole Gunderman - Agriculture Specialist

Board of Supervisors
Jane Wittke - Chairperson
​Laura Boyd - Vice Chairperson
Lisa Soper - Treasurer
Steven R. Korte - Secretary
Ken Petren - Program Chairperson

NRCS
John Williams, District
Conservationist
​Michaela Werling, Soil
Conservationist

AmeriCorps Members
Lindsay Horan -
Stream Technician
Maiya Miller -
Education
Jen Cavanaugh -
Public Involvement
Abbie Frazer - GIS
Technician (Clermont
County)
Meggie Suffoletta -
Marketing & Outreach
Anna Janowski -
Environmental
Restoration (Mill Creek
Alliance)
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