HAMILTON COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

ADVANCING SOIL AND WATER SUSTAINABILITY

Let's Grow!
Hamilton County Ag News
September 2025

Welcome to your go-to resource for all things agriculture.
This newsletter brings the latest updates on our services, educational
opportunities, resources, and ag-related news from across the county.
At the Hamilton County Conservation District, we are passionate about
empowering urban, rural, beginning, and generational farmers and gardeners
to grow more food, conserve healthy soil, protect local ecosystems, and

We’re here to help you grow!

}f"‘" together build a sustainable, equitable, and resilient food system.
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Message from the Ag Specialist

It is an exciting time here at the Hamilton County Conservation District for two
reasons:

First, 2025 marks our 80th Anniversary, so we are having a party to celebrate
on October 27th and you are invited!

And second, we are formulating a Long Range Plan to guide our
conservation efforts for the next 5 years.

An anniversary is an opportunity to reflect on the past and the incredible
conservation impact this agency has had over the past 8 decades. Hamilton
County has seen a lot of change and development during that time, but
through it all the District has protected and enhanced soil health and water
quality and educated the public about conservation issues. We have a strong
legacy to uphold as we look ahead to the next 80 years.

When my role was created in 2024 it marked the first time in 30 years that the
District has had a staff position devoted entirely to supporting agriculture. And
having just celebrated my one year anniversary as Agriculture Specialist, I'm
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especially excited to be part of the District's future!

In August we engaged the community to help us craft a 5-year plan to guide
our conservation work. Big thanks to those of you who participated by
completing the survey or attending the in-person event. Your feedback is so
valuable! Our Agriculture breakout session included a lively and productive
discussion that explored current needs and ways the District can help to meet
them directly or through collaboration and partnership. | am honored to be a
part of this initiative and look forward to working with you in 2026 and beyond!

Nicole Gunderman
Agriculture Specialist
Hamilton County Conservation District

Agriculture breakout session as part of the Hamilton County Conservation District's
August 15th Long Range Planning Partner Event.

Upcoming District Events

Free Ag Programs at

Local Libraries:

Join us for a free agriculture
program with the Public Library
of Cincinnati & Hamilton
County! Programs on cover
crops and backyard beekeeping
will be offered at area branches.
All programs begin at 6pm.
Contact the individual branch to




register.

SCHEDULE:

Cover Crops:

9/9 Mt Healthy Branch

9/10 Madisonville Branch
9/18 Green Township Branch
9/23 Anderson Branch

Intro to Backyard
Beekeeping:
9/15 Harrison Branch

Come Celebrate With Us!

The Hamilton County Conservation District is turning 80, and we're ready to
party! Join us for a fun evening of pizza, drinks, and networking, as we look
back at our conservation legacy and look forward to how we continue to
serve. Thane Maynard, Director of the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden,
will give the keynote address followed by a presentation of conservation
awards to our partners. Hamilton County residents and business owners will
have the opportunity to vote in the election of our Board of Supervisors, an
important entity that directs our conservation work. This family-friendly event
is free to attend but your registration is requested. We hope to see you there!

80th Anniversary

RSVP
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8oth Anniversary Celebration

Please join us for dinner as we honor our partners
and look back at 8o years of conservation.

Monday, October 27
5-8 p.m.
MadTree Parks & Rec
4321 Glendale Milford Rd.
Blue Ash, OH 45242

Family-Friendly

5-6 p.m. Face Painting
5-6 p.m. Election of District Board
5-8 p.m. Food, Drinks, & Networking
6:15-6:45 p.m. Keynote Speaker - Thane Maynard
6:45-7:15 p.m. Awards

RSVP
Ofs440)
Ny Registration recommended but not required
[=]5:
hcswced.org

Programs for Producers

EQIP Grant
Info Session and Q&A 0
Thursday, November 20 u I\I RCS

6:00-7:30 pm Natural Resources Conservation Service
HCCD Training Center

2710 E. Kemper Rd, Sharonville  £q|p applications are accepted
Join staff from the Natural on a rolling basis but will not be




Resources Conservation considered until the application
Service (NRCS) to learn about deadline closes in December or
EQIP grants. EQIP stands for January.

Environmental Quality

Incentlvgs Prqgram. F_unds can EQIP Info Session
support invasive species Registration
removal, pollinator planting,

cover cropping, raised beds,
high tunnels, and micro-
irrigation, among other
conservation practices.

Get to know the NRCS staff
who serve Hamilton County and
get all your questions
answered!

Compost Partners WANTED!

Hamilton County ReSource is seeking a partner organization or
community to become a small-scale in-vessel compost demonstration
site.

ReSource will apply for an Ohio EPA Community Development Grant
and provide the match to fund site improvements and equipment to
create an in-vessel compost site. Ideal partners will have access to
uncontaminated food scraps, have approximately 10,000 to 15,000
square feet of outdoor space available (paved preferred), and have
interest in operating the in-vessel composter long term.

Interested partners need only send an email to
michelle.balz@hamiltoncountyohio.gov by 4 p.m. on Friday,
September 19, 2025. Long formal proposals are not necessary, simply
expressing interest in what role your organization could provide as well
as information on the site, staffing, and/or amount of food scraps
available.
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Community Partner Programs & Events
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If you would like us to include your upcoming events in this bi-monthly
newsletter, please email pertinent information and a link to:
nicole.gunderman@hamilton-co.org

Education Programs:

September 18: Garden to Plate Experience, Mt Airy Community Garden
September 18 & 25: Strawberry School Online, OSU CFAES

September 20: Dr. Temple Grandin, Greenacres Foundation

September 20: Garden to Plate Experience, Concord Community Garden
September 24: Seed Saving Workshop, Turner Farm

September 27: Garden Tour, Greenacres Foundation

September 27: Season Extension & Soil Health, Pleasant St Gardens
September 30: Managing Invasive Plants, Civic Garden Center
September 28: Exploring Herbs, Gorman Heritage Farm

October 1: Compost Basics, Civic Garden Center

Farm Festivals:

Sunflower Festival
October 4 & 5
Gorman Heritage Farm
Celebrate the beauty of fall at Gorman Heritage Farm’s annual Sunflower Festival!
On October 4th and 5th, our vibrant sunflower fields will be open for exploring,
photo ops, and cut-your-own sunflowers ($1 per stem). Enjoy a day filled with:

e Live music
Hayrides around the farm
Friendly farm animals
Hands-on education stations
Food trucks and craft vendors

e Local beer from HighGrain Brewing Co.
Adults can sip on a refreshing HighGrain brew while kids enjoy the sights, sounds,
and smells of a real working farm. There’s something for everyone at this family-
friendly event! Tickets and information HERE.

Webinars:

All About Goats!

Six session series beginning September 22

Join OSU Extension and industry professionals for this series all about goats.
Topics include health and care, hay and grain, business management, processing,
livestock marketing, and coyote management. Attend just one or all six sessions!
Learn more and register HERE.
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SAVE THE DATE!
Healthy Soil Fest 2025 will be Saturday, November 15th

Get ready to celebrate all things SOIL with the Hamilton County Conservation
District and area partners! More info to come, so stay tuned!

Ohio Soil Health Week is November 9-16 and includes outreach, education
opportunities, and events around the state to raise awareness around Ohio's
most valuable natural resource. Agriculture is central to Ohio’s economy, and
our soils are at the base of it all. In the face of Ohio’s unique challenges,
good soil health practices can improve water quality while also helping
farmers and ranchers with long-term profitability and resilience. Ohio Soil
Health Week honors the memory of David Brandt, a pioneer in Ohio's soil
health and founder of Walnut Creek Seeds. Find out more about Ohio Soil
Health Week HERE.

Celebrating soil means we're
supporting Ohio’s farmers, our water,
and our future.

Resources

Creating a Farmers.gov Account Makes Receiving USDA
Assistance Easy and Efficient

Are you interested in working with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to start
or grow your farm, ranch or private forest operation, but don’t know where to
start? Whether you're looking to access capital or disaster assistance

through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) or address natural resource


https://www.ohiosoilhealthweek.com/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/

concerns on your land with assistance from USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), a great place to start isfarmers.gov. To
access the full suite of tools including online farm loan applications and
payments, extensive farm records information and requesting conservation
assistance, you need to create a farmers.gov account. Learn more and get
started HERE.

New Grassland Conservation Funds Available

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of Wildlife
has $9 million of funding available to landowners who want to create
grassland habitat that can support native wildlife, like northern bobwhite
quail and other grassland-nesting birds. Several types of grant awards
are available for interested landowners. Eligible lands include cropland
and non-cropland, and grants will be awarded on a per-acre basis or
based on number of projects. Find out more HERE.

Education Corner

Extend the Growing Season with High Tunnels
When temperatures start dropping, many gardens are finished for the year.
But if you use a high tunnel system, you can extend your growing season and
have fresh produce well into the winter! Sometimes called "Hoop Houses,"
these structures are composed of metal hoop-shaped frames covered in
thick, transparent plastic. They trap and hold the heat of the sun, enabling
hardy crops to keep growing into the cold winter months.

Leafy greens like kale, spinach, arugula, chard, collards, and mustard greens
do well in a late-season high tunnel, as do root vegetables including beets,
carrots, and turnips. While high tunnels do trap and hold heat, they take some
management. On warm, sunny days they can get too hot for the cool-season
veggies inside, so will need to be ventilated. But as soon as the sun drops
below the horizon, they start losing heat fast, so it is important to monitor the
temperature and open/close doors and vents accordingly. Due to their plastic
cover, high tunnel crops will not receive any winter precipitation and will need
to be watered to keep the soil moist. But with a micro drip irrigation system,
this can be dialed in to provide the water needed right at the base of the
plant.

If you use a high tunnel for summer crops like tomatoes and peppers but
don't plan to grow through the winter, high tunnels are a great place to
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practice cover cropping! Cover crops keep the soil covered and add organic
matter and nutrients, setting you up for growing success come spring!

EQIP grants from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) can
help fund the addition of a high tunnel for your operation, in addition to
numerous other conservation practices. For more information on this grant
program, eligibility, and the application process, come to our Info Session on
November 20, 2025 here at the Conservation District Training Center in
Sharonville. You'll hear from NRCS representatives and get a chance to ask
all your questions about funding and high tunnels! More info HERE.
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Hamilton County Conservation District

Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) like us were established
in response to the environmental devastation of the Dust Bowl in the
1930s, with the mission of promoting sustainable land management
practices. These districts, which exist in almost every U.S. county, work
to conserve and protect local soil, water, and natural resources
through education, technical assistance, and community
collaboration. In agriculture, SWCDs help farmers and landowners
implement practices that prevent erosion, improve water quality, and
enhance soil health, supporting long-term sustainability and resilience.
Hamilton County presents unique challenges as a mostly urban county,
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but it also has a rich and vibrant agriculture community.

District Staff
Sara Fehring - Executive Director

Melinda Hartley - Business Service Officer
Gwen Z Roth - AmeriCorps & Education Mgr.

Chey Alberto - Urban Conservationist
James Gleason - Urban Technician |l
Haley Golsch - Urban Technician I
Aaron Habig - Urban Technician |I

Teresa Slonaker - Education Coordinator

Sarah Meadows - Public Involvement
Christopher Hall - Stream Specialist

Nicole Gunderman - Agriculture Specialist

Board of Supervisors
Laura Boyd - Chairperson

Steven R. Korte - Vice Chairperson
Lisa Soper - Treasurer

Ken Petren - Secretary

Jane Wittke - Program Chairperson
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John Williams, District
Conservationist
Michaela Werling, Sall
Conservationist
Jordan McMahon,
Natural Resource
Specialist

Conservation Spotlight "“
(513) 946-8020
www.hcswcecd.org o

r

Connect withus [l

f © o

HCCD | 2702 E. Kemper Road | Sharonville, OH 45241 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

C Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.facebook.com/HamiltonCountySoilandWaterConservationDistrict/
https://www.instagram.com/hamiltoncswcd/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HamiltonCountySWCD
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

