
The Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District 
(HCSWCD) was recognized by three partner organizations in 2011 
for their teamwork, services and accomplishments.

The Greater Dayton Partners for the Environment recognized HCSWCD 
for their “2011 Partner of the Year” at a reception held at the Boonshoft 
Museum of Discovery in Dayton Ohio on November 9. Accomplishments 
included: assisting in establishing the Great Miami River Water Quality 
Lab within Whitewater Park in Crosby Township, providing Storm Drain 
Labeling assistance to townships and cities as well as Watershed Signage, 
community presentations, and providing classroom presentations on 
water quality. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) recognized the District at the Area IV 
Winter meeting by John Williams from (NRCS) presented HCSWCD and Butler SWCD 
the “Area 4 Team Award”. The Districts were recognized for their contributions resulting in 
services that exceeded expections for the period of October 1, 2010 through September 
30, 2011.

The Metropolitan Sewer District of Greater Cincinnati recognized HCSWCD for their 
participation in Project Groundwork. HCSWC helped to implement projects that improve 
water quality in local communities and watersheds throughout Hamilton County by 
reducing and eliminating sewer overflows into local creeks and rivers. 

The District thanks each of these organizations for their recognition. We appreciate the 
opportunity to partner with them and serve Hamilton County residents.
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another National Prescription Drug Take Back Day 
that will take place on Saturday, April 28, 2012, from 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm – Visit the following DEA link for 
details and local collection locations.

NAT IONAL  PRESCR IPT ION  DRUG  TAKE  BACK  DAY

April 28, 2012
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Saturday

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has scheduled

http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/



Provides important information to understand 
the chemical and physical qualities of the soil.

• Learn the soil’s pH level. The pH 
component of soil chemistry may interfere 
with the way nutrients are made available 
to plants.

• Testing includes information concerning 
the nutrient content of your soil such as 
phosphorus, potassium, calcium, and 
magnesium.

• The Cation Exchange Capacity (CEC) 
provides a snapshot of the ability for the 
soil to hold onto and exchange positively 
charged nutrients (cations). Soils with a 
high CEC will remain fertile over a longer period of time, 
requiring fewer fertilizer applications, compared to a soil 
with a low CEC.

• Sand, silt, and clay are known as the “mineral 
components” of the soil, and the relative percentages of 
these particles in the soil is known as the “soil texture.” 

• Soil testing labs can also provide information on the 
organic content of the soil (not included in the pricing of 
these soil test kits.) 

IT’S BAAAACK!!
Thanks to  cost-share funds from the Hamilton County Storm Water District, residents of Hamilton County 

can once again purchase Soil Fertility testing kits for the reduced price of $5.00 each with a limit of 
two per address! If you wish to have the kit(s) mailed, an additional $2.00 each will be added on 
for postage with a limit of two per address. Individuals living outside of Hamilton County may 

purchase the kits at cost - $12.00 each and an additional $2.00 each if mailed. (The special 
pricing for residents starts March 1, 2012 and ends on June 15, 2012.

What a Soil Test Can Do:
Provides 
recommendations  
for correcting problems with soil 
nutrients with the proper levels  
of nutrients to amend soil .

• Problems with soil pH 
are addressed by lime 
recommendations to raise the pH, 
or sulfur (or other soil acidifiers) 
recommendations to lower soil 
pH.

• Problems with nutrient 
deficiencies are addressed by 
fertilizer recommendations. 

• Conversely, a soil test will prevent over-
application of nutrients, which 
can be just as detrimental to 
the health of plants as nutrient 
deficiencies. In addition, it 
is a waste of your time and 
money. The runoff of the over 
fertilization will compromise our water 
quality in rivers and lakes.

FERTILIZATION

NO
FERTILIZATION

Last year’s record breaking rainfall seems to be continuing 
in 2012. If you are on edge because you live near a stream 
or you have to drive on roads near streams, here are 

two important websites you will want to bookmark. Go to 
savelocalwaters.org and click on “Our Watershed.” then 

select “Watersheds,” scroll down the page and select “Real 
Time Information.” Six blue balloons marking water gauges 

within Hamilton, Clermont Counties and Nothern Kentucky will 
appear. This will tell you if the stream is at or near the flood stage.

Want to know what the  water quality is in these streams? The EPA’s 
Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) Pollutant Loading Tool brings together 
millions of records and allows for easy searching and mapping of water pollution 
by local area, watershed, company, industry sector, and pollutant. You can use 
this new tool to protect your health and the health of your communities.

Concerned About Rising Waterways &Their Water Quality?

Water heating accounts for 
approximately 19 percent of total 
home energy use. According to 
the U.S. Department of Energy, 
using less water and using cooler 
water can reduce the amount of 
energy used for washing clothes 
and the water consumed in 
the process. Keep your water 
heater at 120o or lower and you 
will conserve money as well as 
energy!!

Conservation Tip 
 “Water Is Worth It!”

Access the DMR pollutant loading tool: http://cfpub.epa.gov/dmr/ or http://cfpub.epa.gov/dmr/cfpub.epa.gov



Agriculture
John Williams, District Conservationist NRCS

Money from the Fernald natural resource damages $13.75 million settlement is being 
used to improve the Paddy’s Run watershed and underlying aquifer.  Through the Paddys 
Run Conservation Project, the State of Ohio will purchase agricultural or conservation 
easements from willing landowners at fair market value. 
Ohio EPA is evaluating applications received during the first funding period. 
Additional applications may be considered if money is still available. Land parcels 
in Hamilton and Butler counties in the Paddy’s Run watershed were eligible 
to receive various levels of funding depending on their property location and 
ecological characteristics.
In addition to purchasing conservation easements, settlement funds may be used 
for local property purchase and habitat improvement. Three Valley Conservation 
Trust will be working with Ohio EPA and landowners who are interested in this 
effort. 
More information about this conservation effort is available online at http://www.epa.
ohio.gov/SWDO/PaddysRunConservation.aspx or by calling Larry Frimerman with Three Valley Conservation

Conserving a Local Watershed

Plan Your Spring Garden!

When: March 27, 2012 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Location: Hamilton County SWCD Office
22 Triangle Park Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45246
Cost: $5.00 includes one soil fertility test 
kit per Hamilton County participant 
(non-resident cost is $12.00)

Register by calling 772-7645. 
Prepayment is required. Make payment to:  

Hamilton County SWCD 
22 Triangle Park Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45246

This class will help you to plan your best lawn and garden 
strategies so you will hit the ground running come spring! 
Soil fertility testing, plant selection and design, preventative 
disease and pest control will all be covered in this two hour 
class.

The General Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) will have a new sign up period starting on Monday, 
March 12th and ending on Friday, April 6th. The General CRP Program is a voluntary program that is available 
to agricultural producers and landowners to help them use environmentally sensitive land for conservation 
benefits. This program is administered through the Farm Service Agency (FSA). When using this program, 
producers and landowners are helping to improve water quality, control soil erosion, and enhance wildlife 
habitat. In return for enrolling their land into the program, participants are provided an annual rental payment 
and cost-share assistances. Examples of Conservation Practices that can be utilized on your farm are warm 
season grass plantings, winter cover crops and tree plantings.  Keep in mind, the land that these practices are 
implemented must be established on cropland.

If interested in learning more about this program, please visit the Farm Service Agency website at www.fsa.
usda.gov, or you can contact your local Farm Service Agency office. Their phone number is 513-887-3727.

USDA Announces General CRP Sign-Up

Trust at (513) 524-2150 or Tom Schneider with Ohio EPA 
 at (937) 285-6466.

Tell local agencies what you think the priorities 
should be concerning water quality.

Take the survey 
by March 31, 2012 
and you could win 

12 passes to the Cincinnati Zoo!! 

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
TAKE OUR

WATER QUALITY SURVEY

Visit: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TQYQ53K

http://www.epa.ohio.gov/SWDO/PaddysRunConservation.aspx
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/SWDO/PaddysRunConservation.aspx
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/SWDO/PaddysRunConservation.aspx
http://www.fsa.usda.gov
http://www.fsa.usda.gov


7/31 - Urban Water Issues - including the new Project 
WET 2.0 curricula.

8/1 - Water Quality Day - including the Healthy Water 
Healthy People curricula.

8/2 - River Ecology Day  - including the Project WILD/
WILD Aquatic curricula and a canoe trip on the Little 
Miami River.

8/3 - Community Involvement Day - focusing on 
water-related community service projects including 
information on Rain Gardens, River Cleanups, Storm 
Drain Labeling other projects featuring materials from 
Earth Force, American Rivers and more. 

Discounted graduate credit through the University 
of Cincinnati Center for Economic Development is 
available.

Tuesday July 31st - Friday August 3rd

The Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District will be presenting education programs at several 
libraries around town this summer. 

Education Corner
Gwen Z. Roth, Education Specialist 
and Niki Marengo, Education Assistant

“Make A Splash “ is Back
Greenacres Water Quality Project LLC, 

Hamilton County, Butler, Clermont, and Warren 
SWCDs are offering 4 single day teacher workshops 
starting July 31st - August 3rd from 8:30 am - 3:30 pm. 
These courses have been updated and will be based 
out of Greenacres Education Offices (8221 Spooky 
Hollow Road). The group will take several field trips 
to nearby locations. Each single day workshop 
will center on a specific theme, provide training 
on nationally recognized curricula, and implement 
STEMs projects in the classroom.

Cost 
$45.00 each or $150.00 for all four
For more information, contact 
Gwen at 513-772-7645 or email at 
gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org

June 6, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm, Blue Ash Library, Edible Soil
July 10, 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm, Downtown Library, Mud
July 10, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm, Miami Township Library, Program TBD
July 24, 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm, Symmes Township Library, Rainsticks
July 25, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm, Madisonville Library, Ohio Fossils Rock!
July 26, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm, Delhi Township Library, Program TBD

**More program will be added.** 

Summer Library Educational programs

If you have any questions about these programs, please 
contact the children’s librarian at the particular library or 
Gwen at 513-772-7645 / email - gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org 

Book Burrow

Elizabeth Carney

Our favorite book suggestions for curious kids!
National Geographic Kids: Frogs! 

Spring is upon us! Give the curious 
child a head start to learning all about 
frogs. Children can learn about these 
hopping creatures, including their life 
cycle, what they eat and what makes 
frogs and toads different. Colorful 
pictures, facts, and silliness will keep 
kids enterentained and learning. 

Teachers, would you like to receive e-mail notification 
of upcoming events and workshops for educators? 
If so, please e-mail your name, e-mail address, 
school name and grade level you teach to 
gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org.

Check hcswcd.org website for more information. To learn about these and more,
call 513-772-7645 

or log on to: 
 www.hcswcd.org/educate

Call and book one of our AMZAING 
feature summer programs 2012: 

Monarch Mania 
& 

Tasty Aquifers

Hey, 
Rec Centers & Libraries! 

http://www.hcswcd.org/educate


Earthwork
Dan Taphorn, Urban Conservationist; Chey Alberto, Urban Technician; 
Brian Blake, Urban Technician and Robert Sheets, Geotechnical Engineer

The Hamilton County and Butler Soil and Water Conservation Districts are sponsoring 2 Pond 
Clinics this year to provide information to owners or prospective owners regarding issues 
associated with ponds.

Experts and speakers will be on hand to discuss and answer questions about pond construction, 
fish stocking, aquatic weed control and aeration. In addition, the 2nd clinic at Sharon 
Centre on June 13th will also feature a class on water gardens.

Door prizes will be given out and informational handouts will be available for 
attendees. Both clinics are open to the public and are free of charge. 

For additional information both events or to register (So we may plan for 
refresehments.), call the Hamilton County SWCD office at (513) 772-7645 or the 
Butler County SWCD office at (513) 887-3720. 

Hope to see you there!

Pond ClinicPond Clinic

April 11, 2011
Izaak Walton League
450 Beissinger Road
Hamilton, OH 45013

June 13, 2012 
Sharon Centre
11450 Lebanon Road
Sharonville, OH 45241

FREEDOOR

TIME
Both Clinics 

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

FREE EVENTS

PRIZES

Wednesday, September 12, 2:00 - 6:00
The Greater Cincinnati Environmental Educators, 
The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden and the 
Environmental Education Council of Ohio present 
the 2012 Ultimate Educator Expo.Join us at the 
Zoo for the ultimate opportunity to learn about 
environmental education resources available 
in our community. Exhibitors from government, 
non-profit and education organizations will 
provide you with grade level appropriate training 
opportunities, lesson plans, field trips and tons of 
free stuff. FREE Zoo admission & parking; break 
out sessions, refreshments and door prizes just 
for you. Check back soon to our website for 
registration details! 

2012 Ultimate Educator Expo
REGISTER NOW!!!

How do YOU rely on water everyday? 
How can we work together to keep water clean?

Come and learn about our 
Groundwater and how we can 
protect it. Games, activities 
and prizes for the kids 
plus money-saving green 
practices for the adults 
equal a fun event for all ages! 

When: Monday, March 12th from 6-8
Where: HCSWCD, 22 Triangle Park Drive

Information and online registration at:
www.hcswcd.org

Groundwater Awareness 
Celebration

http://www.hcswcd.org


Hamilton County Soil and Water
Conservation District
22 Triangle Park Drive
Cincinnati, OH 45246-3411

Board of Supervisors
Steve Johns, Chairman
Peter Mallow, Vice-Chairman
Sam McKinley, Secretary
Denny Benson, Treasurer
Scott P. Huber, Program Chairman

District Staff
Holly Utrata-Halcomb, Administrator
Susan Juriga, Administrative Assistant
Annette Meagher, Public Relations Specialist
Dan Taphorn, Urban Conservationist
Chey Alberto, Urban Technician
Brian Blake, Urban Technician
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Mission Statement: A public organization committed to assisting the citizens of Hamilton County through education, technical assistance and leadership to be stewards of our 
soil and water resources.

All District programs are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status or handicap.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Upcoming Events
March 12 - 6:00 - 8:00 pm Groundwater Festival (see page 5)
March 27 - 6:00 - 8:00 pm Plan Your Spring Garden (see page 3)
April 19 -  4:00 - 8:30 pm Party for the Planet at Cincinnati Zoo
April 20 - 4:00 - 7:00 pm Blue Ash Earth Day
April 21 - 12:00 - 5:00 pm Earth Day at Sawyer Point
May 1 - Area IV Envirothon -Pleasant Vineyard Ministries Camp, in Preble County
May 4, 5, & 6 - The Plant Sale at Civic Garden Center  
May 5 - Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River - call to volunteer
May 10 - 11:00 am - 2:00 pm Earth Jam at Cincinnati State
June 2 - 10:00 am - 3:00 pm Bugfest at the Cincinnati Museum Center
June 21 & 22 - Paddlefest - Old Coney Island
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Cheryl Reinke Peck was employed by Hamilton County SWCD 
as an Education Assistant since May 2007. Regretfully, Cheryl 
passed away on Novenber 4, 2011 after a valiant fight. She loved 
teaching children and was an avid reader, gardener, artist, painter, 
potter, decorator and spelling bee champ. Cheryl was a Graduate of 
DAAP, University of Cincinnati-Urban Planning. There was  always 
a sparkle in her eye and a broad smile on her face. She will be 
greatly missed by her husband, Don Peck and her District family. 

For a comprehensive calendar of enviromental activites - go to savelocalwaters.org


